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The University of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT)
Research Ethics Committee (REC) Application Form
for Research Involving Human, Non-Human (Animal) Subjects and/or Other Non-Human Subjects
Instructions:
1. Complete all sections of this form. Incomplete applications will be returned. 
2. You are encouraged to consult the accompanying guideline document for more information related to Sections 1-4.
3. Attach supporting documents as required (e.g., proposal, consent forms, care plans, etc.).
4. Submit this form at least four (4) weeks before the anticipated start of the research.

SECTION 1: GENERAL INFORMATION 
1. Title of Research Project:
2. Student Investigator (if applicable):
· Name:
· Department:
· Contact Information (email, phone):
3. Supervisor (if applicable):
· Name:
· Department:
· Contact Information (email, phone):
4. Names of other Advisory Committee Members (if applicable):
5. Type of Research (please tick all that apply):
☐ Human Research
☐ Animal Research
☐ Other (plants, microbes, tissues, etc.)
6. Proposed Start and End Dates:

7. Was this research project reviewed or will it be reviewed by another REC or review board?
           ☐ Yes (If yes, please give details)                ☐ No
8. Potential Conflicts of Interest: 
· Declare any potential conflicts of interest that may affect the study. If there is none, please state so.



SECTION 2: PROJECT SUMMARY 
1. Research Problem and Goals: 
· Briefly describe the purpose and goals of your research. This may involve a description of your research aims/questions and sub-questions.
2. Significance of the Research:
· Explain the relevance, potential impact, and implications of the study.
3. Methodology Overview: 
· Summarise the research design, including data collection and analysis methods.
4. Location(s) of Research Activities:


SECTION 3: HUMAN SUBJECTS 
☐ This section is applicable (if selected, please complete all other relevant sub-sections)
☐ This section is not applicable (if selected, please move on to section 4)
1. Participant Details:
· Target population (e.g., age, gender, specific groups):
· Total number of participants:

2. Recruitment Process:
· Describe how participants will be recruited. Attach recruitment materials if applicable.

3. Informed Consent and Interaction with Subjects:
· Explain how informed consent will be obtained.
· Attach the consent form.

4. Describe the data collection process.
· Attach the data collection form (if applicable)

5. Risks and Benefits:
· Potential risks to participants (e.g., physical, psychological, or social risks).
· Describe mitigation measures for these risks.
· Expected benefits for participants or society.

6. Confidentiality:
· Explain how data will be anonymised, stored securely, and destroyed after the study.
· If this is a qualitative study, where anonymity is not required, explain how individuals’ rights will be protected from abuses such as selling data to third parties.

7. Special Populations (if applicable):
· Specify if the study involves vulnerable populations (e.g., minors, individuals with disabilities).



SECTION 4: ANIMAL SUBJECTS
☐ This section is applicable (if selected, please complete all other relevant sub-sections)
☐ This section is not applicable (if selected, please move on to Section 5)
1. Animal Details:
· Species.
· Number of animals.
· Justification for using animals 

2. Care and Housing:
· Describe housing conditions, feeding schedules, and care protocols.
· Include enrichment plans if applicable.

3. Experimental Procedures:
· Detail procedures involving animals (e.g., testing, surgery, handling).

4. Minimising Pain and Distress:
· Specify methods to reduce or eliminate pain (e.g., anaesthetics, analgesics).

5. Veterinary Oversight:
· Identify the veterinary professional overseeing the project.
· Emergency protocols in place for animal welfare:

6. End-of-Study Plan: 
· What will happen to animals’ post-study? (e.g., euthanasia, rehoming, release).

7. Compliance:
· Confirm adherence to local and international standards for animal welfare (e.g., IACUC, AAALAC).

8. Permits:
· Indicate if permissions have been requested, are seeking approval, or have been granted. 
· Provide evidence of approved permits.

9. Risks, benefits, and precautions:
· Indicate associated risks and the necessary precaution to be taken. Outline any potential benefits to the animals.

SECTION 5: OTHERS (plants, microbes, tissues):
☐ This section is applicable (if selected, please complete all other relevant sub-sections)
☐ This section is not applicable (if selected, please move on to Section 5)


For research involving plants:
1. Justification for Plant Use:
· Explain why plants are necessary for the research.
· Describe any alternatives considered and why they were not suitable.
2. Collection and Handling:
· Detail the methods for collecting and handling plant samples.
· Ensure compliance with local and international regulations on plant collection.
3. Impact on Ecosystems:
· Assess the potential impact of the research on local ecosystems.
· Describe measures to minimise any negative effects.
4. Cultural Sensitivity, Conservation and Sustainability:
· Address any cultural sensitivities (if any)
· Outline plans for conservation and sustainable use of plant resources.
· Ensure that rare or endangered species are protected.
For research involving microbes:
1. Justification for Microbial Use:
· Explain the necessity of using microbes in the research.
· Describe any alternatives considered and why they were not suitable.
2. Biosafety Measures:
· Detail the biosafety level required for handling the microbes.
· Describe containment and safety procedures to prevent contamination and exposure.
3. Source and Identification:
· Provide information on the source of microbial samples.
· Ensure proper identification and classification of the microbes.
4. Ethical Considerations:
· Address any ethical concerns related to the use of pathogenic or genetically modified microbes.
· Ensure compliance with relevant biosafety and bioethics regulations.
For research involving microbes:
1. Justification for Tissue Use:
· Explain why tissue samples are necessary for the research.
· Describe any alternatives considered and why they were not suitable.
2. Source and Consent:
· Provide information on the source of tissue samples.
· Ensure that appropriate consent has been obtained for the use of human or animal tissues.
3. Handling and Storage:
· Detail the methods for handling, storing, and transporting tissue samples.
· Ensure compliance with relevant regulations on tissue sample management.
4. Ethical and Legal Compliance:
· Address any ethical and legal issues related to the use of tissue samples.
· Ensure compliance with institutional, national, and international guidelines.
5. Data Management:
· Describe how data derived from tissue samples will be managed, including confidentiality and data sharing protocols.

SECTION 6: ATTACHMENTS (MANDATORY)
· Detailed Research Proposal
· Informed Consent Form
· Data Collection Tools (e.g., surveys, interview guides)
· Animal Care Plan (if applicable)
· Evidence of Training for Animal Handling (if applicable)
· Document/copyright/intellectual property clearance (if applicable) 

SECTION 7: DECLARATION
Student Investigator (if applicable):
I hereby confirm that this research will adhere to the ethical guidelines and standards set forth by UTT Research Ethics Committee (REC). Any deviations will be reported to the REC immediately.
Name: ____________________________
Signature: _________________________
Date: _____________________________
Supervisor (if applicable):
Name: ____________________________
Signature: _________________________
Date: _____________________________

FOR REC USE ONLY
Date of Submission: __________________________
Date Reviewed: ______________________________
Decision:
☐ Approved
☐ Approved with Conditions
☐ Revisions Required
☐ Rejected
Comments:

Chairperson, Research Ethics Committee:
Name: ____________________________
Signature: _________________________
Date: _____________________________
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